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Title: Credibility
Overview and Rationale
Journalism students need to get facts and quotes accurately. This lesson gives students information and insight into a basic tenet of journalism.
Goals for Understanding
· Essential Questions 

· Why is accuracy important to the reader? 

· Critical Engagement Questions 

· What are typical mistakes in a story that undermine credibility? 

· What steps can scholastic journalists take to avoid these mistakes?

· How do the recent scandals in the newspaper business affect its credibility with its readers?

Overviews and Timeline

Activity 1 (One 50-minute class)
· Identify the recommendations of The New York Times’ key internal report. (May 2005). Looking at the New York Times today identify which recommendations have been implemented.

Activity 2 (One 50-minute classes)
· Read Common Errors by Michele McLellan in the ASNE Credibility Handbook.

· Break into small groups and develop strategies we could take to avoid these common mistakes.

· Use Guide 7 of the ASNE Credibility Handbook to discuss when to publish a correction. Concentrate on creating a nondefensive atmosphere for talking about mistakes and how to improve accuracy. 
Assessment (One 50-minute class)

Students will break into groups and develop a written policy for accuracy and a review procedure to determine how to address any inaccuracy published in the newspaper.  Group secretaries will write their group’s policy on butcher paper and post on the classroom walls.  When all groups have reported, students will find consensus. The final policy on accuracy will be permanently posted in the classroom. Grading will be based on the quality of their statement, their ability to defend it, and their participation in class discussions throughout the unit. 
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Include all worksheets or handouts required to do the lesson.

